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How the toll has risen: The Netherlands has seen deaths double in just six years

His native Netherlands, where euthanasia has been legal since 2002, has seen deaths double in just six
years and this year’s total may reach a record 6,000.

Professor Boer’s intervention comes as peers prepare to debate the Assisted Dying Bill, promoted by
Lord Falconer, a Labour former Lord Chancellor.

The bill, which has its second reading next week, would allow doctors to prescribe poison to terminally ill
and mentally alert people who wish to kill themselves.

Professor Boer, who is an academic in the field of ethics, had argued seven years ago that a ‘good
euthanasia law' would produce relatively low numbers of deaths.
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